Annex E

Rules of the High Court (Amendment) Rules 2007
The Rules of the High Court (Cap 4A)

Order 1A - OBJECTIVE

Remarks

Rulel
1.  Underlying objectives (O. 1A, r. 1) Rec 2-4, 81-82

Theunderlying objectives of theserulesare —

(a) toincreasethe cost-effectiveness of any practice and procedureto
be followed in relation to proceedings befor e the Court;

(b) toensurethat acaseisdealt with as expeditiousy asisreasonably
practicable;

(c) _topromote a sense of reasonable proportion and procedural
economy in the conduct of proceedings;

(d) topromotegreater equality between the parties;

(e) tofacilitate settlement of disputes, and

(f) toensurethat the resourcesof the Court aredistributed fairly.

2. Application by the Court of underlying objectives (O. 1A, r. 2)

(1) TheCourt shall seek to give effect to the underlying objectives when it —
(a) _exercisesany of its powers (whether under itsinherent
jurisdiction or given to it by theserules or otherwise); or
(b) _interpretsany of theserulesor a practice direction.

(2) Ingiving effect to the underlying objectives, the Court shall always
recognize that the primary aim in exercising the power s of the Court isto
securethejust resolution of disputesin accor dance with the substantive
rights of the parties.

3. Duty of the parties and their legal r epresentatives (O. 1A, r. 3)

The partiesto any proceedings and their legal r epr esentatives shall
assist the Court to further the underlying objectives.

4, Court's duty to manage cases (O. 1A, r. 4)

(1) TheCourt shall further the underlying objectives by actively managing
Cases.
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(2) Active case management includes —

(a) _encouraging the partiesto co-operate with each other in the
conduct of the proceedings;

(b) identifying theissuesat an early stage;

(c) deciding promptly which issues need full investigation and trial
and accordingly disposing summarily of the others;

(d) _deciding the order in which issues areto beresolved;

(e) _encouraging the partiesto use an alternative dispute resolution
procedureif the Court considersthat appropriate, and
facilitating the use of such procedure;

(f) __helping the partiesto settlethe whole or part of the case;

() _fixing timetables or otherwise controlling the progress of the case;

(h) considering whether thelikely benefits of taking a particular step
justify the cost of taking it;

(i) __dealing with as many aspects of the case asit can on the same
occasion;

(1) dealing with the case without the parties needing to attend at
court;

(k) making use of technology; and

(D___givingdirectionsto ensurethat thetrial of a case proceeds

quickly and efficiently.

-E7 -



